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Evidence-Based Family-School Interventions with Preschool Children

What we know…

Model:  Dialogic Reading

Goal:

· Promote emergent literacy and language skills among young children
· Make children active participants through interactive and shared picture book reading practice
Description:
· Involves children as active participants to ensure stronger language development

· May be administered individually or in small-group settings
Intervention Procedures:

· Parents and teachers trained at the beginning of the school-year using a 20-minute video, role-play, and group discussion following the video
· Each week, children are sent home with a copy of the book that was being used in their classroom reading group along with a book guide explaining the purpose of the book, hints for how to introduce and read the book with the child, and the different kinds of prompts that may be used throughout the story 
· While the child is reading, the adult asks questions, adds information, and prompts the child to increase the sophistication of descriptions of the material in the picture book
Methodological Rigor:
	· Control-comparison group
	· Familywise error rate reported

	· Multiple assessment methods
	· Educationally significant effects reported

	· Group equivalence established
	· Validity of measures reported

	· Reliable outcome measures
	· Instructional manual and training video available

	· Replication studies conducted
	· Sufficiently large N

	· Positive results obtained across settings and intervention agents
	· Effect size reported

	· Program components documented
	· Treatment integrity reported for home and school

	· Diverse populations investigated (e.g., children with developmental disabilities, ELL)
	


Results:

· Children demonstrated substantial positive changes on language skills such as expressive language abilities, vocabulary development, emergent writing skills, and knowledge of print concepts
· Significant language gains were maintained over follow-up at the end of second grade
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What we don’t know…
	· Long-term outcomes
	· Outcome effects when not paired with school component or phonological awareness training

	· Results used with participants other than those in head start through 2nd grade
	


